
Harvard Making Robotics Fly 
Event Guidelines for Demonstrators 

We are glad that you are coming to demonstrate at the Harvard Making Robotics Fly event on 

Saturday October 10th.  This document is intended to summarize the scope of the 

demonstrations, as well as outline the additional guidelines needed to make this a safe and 

successful event.   

Demonstration Guidelines 

Each company will have 10 to 15 minutes to present their company and demonstrate their 

aircraft.  This includes any time needed on the field to set up for the demonstration.  You may 

use as much or as little of the allotted time to actually fly your aircraft.  Due to the nature of this 

technology, we do not expect aircraft to be flown at all times, as there will be downtime to set 

up the technology.  Because of this, the event will have an MC who will discuss your 

technology with you before, during, and/or after your actual flight operations.   

The MC for the event will be Sally French, a social media editor for MarketWatch, and founder 

of thedronegirl.com, where she has reported on UAS news for many major media outlets.  

During your allotted time, you may either present your technology directly, or engage in a 

discussion with Sally French.  Please provide us with any information you would like her to have 

prior to the event so she is well versed with your technology and can engage in a thoughtful 

discussion.  Additionally, please send any specific questions you want her to ask, or topics you 

want her to cover, prior to the event.   

In addition to the MC, there will be video boards at the event where we can display a 

powerpoint presentation, live video from your aircraft, or a prepared video presentation to the 

audience.  Please let us know in advance if you will have any additional materials for the 

presentation.   

Event Logistics 

The event will take place at the Harvard University football stadium on Saturday, October 10th 

at 12:00 noon.  Please be sure to arrive at least 3 hours prior to the event to set up your 

technology and ensure all media connections work properly.  The stadium, pictured below, is a 

horseshoe shaped stadium with concrete walls 70 feet high.  On the interior of the stadium is a 

standard sized American football field, which is 360 feet long and 160 feet wide.   
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All spectators and persons not directly involved in the event and operation of the aircraft will 

be within a large safety net structure.  This netting “tent” will be located at the open end of the 

horseshoe, as shown by the red box in the image below.   

All flight operations must take place above the football field, which is 360 feet long and 160 

feet wide.  Further, all flight operations must remain below 200 feet AGL in altitude.  At no 

point may a UAS be flown over the spectators. Beyond these limitations, you are free to 

perform your flights as you see fit, provided that the operations are performed in a manner that 

is not reckless or dangerous, and does not put spectators or event operators at risk.   

!  

We are planning to have a testing session the day before, to allow you to practice and test 

your technology on the field.  The practice time period will be from 12:00 noon to 4:00pm on 

Friday, October 9th at Harvard Stadium.  Please try to attend the practice session to test any 

radio frequency equipment you may have for potential interference.   

During both the practice session and the event, all equipment is to remain powered off unless 

approved by the event coordinator.  Special attention is to be given to any video transmitter 

equipment or any other equipment operating on the 5.8GHz band, as it is the most sensitive to 

interference / multipathing.  At any given time, only one demonstrator is permitted to be 

broadcasting live video signals.     
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If you require any additional time to set up, practice, or test your equipment, please contact us 

as soon as possible so we can make any accommodations necessary.   

Safety Rules & Procedures 

The safety of the spectators and persons involved in the event is extremely important.  The 

entire event will be overseen by a designated aerial safety coordinator.  This safety coordinator 

will have absolute and undisputed authority to cease all aerial operations in the event of a 

perceived safety violation or risk, even in the middle of a demonstration.   

All flight operations must be performed within the designated area described above.  Even 

though there will be safety netting surrounding the spectators, it is not permitted to fly directly 

above the spectators.   

During the flight, each aircraft must, without exception, have a pilot in command of the aircraft 

who is ready, willing, and able to take control of the aircraft under any adverse circumstances.  

Fully autonomous flights are only permitted if there is a safety pilot that is capable of regaining 

manual control of the aircraft immediately, if necessary.  Further, it must be possible to abort 

flights at any point if the command is given by the safety coordinator.  In the event the abort 

command is given, the aircraft is to land as soon as safely possible and practicable.   
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